20
That Gomedka cannot mean cow sacrifice could be established by referring to :
(z).   Shatpatha (III. 21-1-2) wherein it is said  that he
i that eats the flesh of a cow or an ox is destroyer of all
(ii). Rig Veda (1.165-40) and Atharva Veda (IX. 5-10-5)-where cow is called Aghanya (that which should not be killed).
(Hi). Nighantu (1-8) wherein a Yajna is said to be-Adhvara or such act as does not permit any kind of injury.
WHY A GUEST IS CALLED GOGHNA (COW-SLAYER)-
Much has in some quarters been made of this synonym (Goghna) of a guest. The word does mean a 'cow-slayer*;: but its root gives several other meanings, e.g., one who is given milk and water, one whose entertainment leads ta heaven, one who must be spoken to sweetly, one who-irradiates the house, &c.
To establish that the current meaning is the real one there should be independent evidence to show that beef-eating was common in ancient India, that cow-killing was-anseparably connected with the reception of a guest, that. the guest was required to slay and that in the very house, of his host. But no such evidence is available.
On the other rhand, there is ample evidence for establishing the meanings given by the writer. The readers may refer to the Atharva Veda (VII. 6.2., I. 6.20,) the-